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Marshal of France. There was considerable doubt as to who
would succeed him. From London also there were rumours.,
It looked very likely that Mr. Asquith would have to resign,
and Douglas was sorry about this too because he had always
found Asquith so capable and so anxious to carry out the
requirements of the army.

On the i4th of December Douglas had again to come to
London. General Davidson and Major Lucas met him and
informed him that Mr. Lloyd George, who was now Prime
Minister, was ill and not allowed to see anyone. General
Davidson came with us to the flat and told Douglas that the
Prime Minister was considering sending big guns to Italy.
He also intended sending an expedition to Jerusalem and for
this he wanted two divisions from France. Douglas inter-
viewed many officials, and on everyone he urged the neces-
sity for more men and pointed out that he required as many
officers as possible. He was assured by the Adjutant-
General that 150,000 men were under orders. Another point
that bothered Douglas a great deal was the shortage of
locomotives and shipping* He had a long discussion with
Sir Albert Stanley, President of the Board of Trade, on this
matter* In a conversation Douglas had with Sir William
Robertson the latter told him how upset he was on account
of the continual changes of plans of Mr. Lloyd George. It
looked as if Lloyd George meant to make himself the
director-general of the actions of all the Allies and to accom-
plish this he was anxious to supply guns and material to
Italy and Russia so as to have some hold over these countries.

When Douglas saw the Prime Minister he was informed
that it was essential that a successful action should be fought
at once. He wanted Douglas to supply two divisions from
France in order to achieve his purpose in Palestine, He also
wanted Douglas to send 200 guns to Italy, but promised
that they would be returned when finished with. Douglas
explained his position on the western front, but Lloyd